
A SLICE OF TRANQUILLITY Embracing nature is literally a breeze for Colleen, Mehdi and their three children – daughters Jonquil and Dahli  
(both pictured above) and son Elijah – in their glorious Melbourne garden. With its silvered merbau timber, custom-designed stainless-steel table  
from Lee Harper Design and copper-and-glass lanterns from Town & Country Styled (opposite), there’s a lot to love about the family’s outdoor oasis.  
As Colleen says, it’s a verdant sanctuary that the whole brood will never take for granted. “The garden is just beautiful year-round,” she says. “There  
are plants that complement each time of the year, so there’s something to see every season.” >

THIS BEAUTIFULLY TRANSFORMED ABODE IS A GESTURE OF LOVE 
AND AFFECTION, AS WELL AS A STUNNING FAMILY HOME 
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BENCHTOP
Get the look with 

Arabescato marble, from 
$490/sqm (including 

installation), WK Stone.
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A
s the sun was setting on a cool Melbourne day,  
design devotee Mehdi nervously prepared for the great 
reveal. Ten months after renovations had started  
in earnest on his late-19th-century home in the city’s 
inner east, the time had arrived to reveal his labour of 

love to his patient wife, Colleen. For the first time, Mehdi would open 
the front door to divulge a wondrous world of surprises within. “We 
were living on the coast during the renovation, with Colleen busy 
looking after our first child, who was then two, while pregnant with 
our second,” explains Mehdi. “She came to the house once at the start 
of the project when it was being gutted. We then got to the point 
where too much time had lapsed.” The agreed course of action?  
Let Mehdi get on with it. “I’ve always had a love of design, and 
Colleen was very trusting,” says Mehdi, who is a managing director  
for a creative agency. Colleen concurs: “I had no issues with giving 
Mehdi carte blanche, because he just knows how to put things 
together. His attention to detail is always amazing.”

Indeed, with the expert guidance of interior designer Lee Harper, 
Mehdi oversaw the top-to-toe overhaul of the dated ‘hotchpotch’ 
house he and Colleen had somewhat reluctantly bought after auction. 
And, at last, he was to have his much-anticipated moment. “It was 
just dark enough to turn on the lights, and I did feel a little like I was 
in a reality TV show,” Mehdi recalls with a smile. “We toured the 
house and Colleen simply couldn’t believe the transformation – she 
was overwhelmed. I was really proud I was able to deliver this home  
to my wife. There was just raw excitement.”

For renowned designer Lee, who’s since become a dear friend  
of the family, it was also an emotionally charged day. “It was the most 
romantic gesture I’ve ever come across in my career,” says Lee. “I was 
chasing the last tradies out the door, and Mehdi had flowers  
and champagne waiting in the entrance as he took Colleen on  
a tour of the house she barely recognised. We’ve continued to evolve 
the furnishings and garden ever since.” >

“IT’S JUST A BIG meeting  PLACE. 
I LOVE  cooking  HERE  
WITH MY GIRLS” ~ COLLEEN 

KITCHEN
The heart of this centrally  
located space (opposite & right)  
is undoubtedly the spectacular  
five-metre-long island bench. 
Topped with generous slabs of 
honed Arabescato marble – a 
white-based stone with viscous 
veins of grey, also used to stunning 
effect for the splashback – the 
island bench is forever in use by 
the clan. “We do so much of our 
eating and entertaining around this 
bench,” says Mehdi. Hardware-free 
joinery in a ‘Porsche Factory Silver’ 
2-pac finish matches the polished 

steel Tolix “Tabouret” stools  
from Matt Blatt, while oversized 
pendant lights from Mondo Luce 
(for similar, try Rotaliana ‘Luxy’) 
add finesse. Dotted along the 
bench are Kali ceramics in 
Graphite and Marshmallow 
from Aura By Tracie Ellis. 

HALLWAY
With its decorative archway  
and carpeted staircase leading  
to the bedrooms, the front  
entrance hallway (above) is  
a statement in the timeless grace  
and beauty of this Victorian home.



< Certainly, this is a wonderfully appointed heritage-listed abode. 
“The old part of the home is quite spiritual to me,” Colleen reflects. 
“I do feel a sense of history as I walk through those rooms – a connection 
to all of the people who must’ve been part of the house over the years.” 
Yet, above all, it’s a home that is today geared towards easy living for 
a growing family that now includes daughters Jonquil, eight, and 
Dahli, five, as well as son Elijah, three. Gorgeous in summer, and 
perhaps even lovelier in winter, it’s truly a house for all seasons. As 
Mehdi says: “The hydronic heating warms up the entire home 
beautifully and we also love cosying up by the fireplace as it crackles 
away in the living room. The garden, too, transforms throughout the 
year, but it’s really nice when it’s wet and lush during the cold months.”

Swathed in luxe natural materials, including richly veined stone 
benchtops and dark timber floors, the home has been softened with 
comfortable couches, sheer floaty curtains and a cherished collection 
of the couple’s contemporary artworks, all sourced from Australian 
Galleries with the guidance of national director Stuart Purves. It’s  
no wonder that Colleen and Mehdi are bonded tightly to its spaces. 
“The renovation did go beyond my initial budget by a princely sum,” 
admits Mehdi. “I look back thinking how could I not have known 
what was required? But the experience and guidance from Lee helped 
us through. The home has so much emotional connection for me.”  
Just as it does for Colleen. “Once you close the front gates, it’s a very 
special place,” she says. “One that’s perfect for us all.”

“I WASN’T convinced  WHEN 
I FIRST SAW THIS chandelier 

[ABOVE], BUT IT REALLY WORKS 
SO WELL HERE” ~ MEHDI 

LIVING AREA
With a picture-perfect outlook  
to the garden and pool, this 
light-drenched space (left & 
opposite) is made for family 
relaxation time. Grounded by 
smoked and black American oak 
floorboards from Royal Oak Floors, 
the area is centred around an open 
fireplace with custom-designed 
hearth in Nero Marinace marble  
by interior designer Lee Harper. 
The room’s softness is enhanced 
by sheer curtains from Ian Frood  
in ‘Sentiero’ fabric from Création 
Baumann. The newly reupholstered 
sofa, in a durable charcoal fabric 
from Westbury Textiles (for 
similar, try ‘Padua Chenille’), is 
teamed with a colourful array  
of cushions from Momu, Coco 

Republic and Palazzetti. A yellow 
and graphite ‘Double Dip’ throw 
from Aura By Tracie Ellis brings 
another sunny splash to the 
informal living space, while the Lee 
Harper-designed custom coffee 
table in brown ebony boards from 
Royal Oak Floors keeps the look 
balanced. “It always feels so warm 
and cosy sitting here,” Mehdi says. 

DINING AREA 
The bespoke Royal Oak Floors 
driftwood floorboard dining table 
(above) – paired with classic 
‘Vienna’ chairs from Thonet  
– gains illumination from a 
spectacular French metal-and-glass 
chandelier from Town & Country 
Style (for similar, try Fiorentino 
‘Boemia’ from Eurolight). > A
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“WE LIKE TO BE together  AS A FAMILY, SO WE 
LOVE ALL THE communal  SPACES” ~ COLLEEN 
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“THE kids love  THEIR  
BIG BATH. THEY FEEL very  
special  IN THERE” ~ COLLEEN

MAIN BEDROOM
Sitting prominently above the  
bed, a compelling oversized 
painting ‘Baby Blues’ by Adelaide 
artist Annette Bezor sets an 
unforgettable mood in the couple’s 
sumptuous bedroom (top left). 
A sense of harmony continues 
with the bed’s perfectly colour-
matched Elka quilt cover, matching 
pillowcases and a silver ‘Kew’ 
cushion, all from Linen House. 
 
FAMILY BATHROOM
Honed Carrara marble tiles  
on the floor and walls bring  
a sense of sophistication and 
openness to the bathroom (left), 
as do the geometric ‘Kami’ bath 
towels in Dove from Aura By  
Tracie Ellis. But there are no  
prizes for guessing what the  
family loves most about the  
wash zone – the expansive bath, 
surrounded in Nero Marinace 
granite to match the vanity top. 

ENSUITE
Colleen and Mehdi’s ensuite  
(top right) scored a stylish 
makeover: Lee designed the chic 
freestanding American walnut  
and steel vanity unit, topped with  
a slab of Nero Marinace granite 
and a roomy above-counter basin 
from Rogerseller. The pretty ‘Axo’  
wall light is from Mondo Luce  
(for similar, try ‘Aliki’) and the  
blue ‘Ridges’ towels in Malibu  
are from Linen House. 

CUBBY HOUSE
Positioned near the kitchen by  
the side of the house, the children’s 
cubby house (opposite; for similar, 
try Cubbies R Us), which Jonquil 
and Dahli (pictured) love to play in. 
“The kids adore this cubby house,” 
says Mehdi. Adding character is  
a beautifully rusted cast iron 
wood-burning heater from Schots 
Home Emporium (for similar, try 
Aussie Heatwave Fireplaces). > 

TILES
Get the look with 

Carrara ‘Gioia’ marble 
tiles, from $163.81/sqm, 

Marble & Ceramic Corp.
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WE LOVE...
poolside cool

Escaping the rat race is as  
simple as stepping outside for  

the family. With its silvered merbau 
timber decking, covered lounge  

area – furnished with a Cosh Living 
outdoor sofa, and Spanish ‘Gat’ 

armchairs and occasional furniture  
from Casualife – and that sparkling 
pool, there’s a lot to love about this 

backyard oasis. “We’re so close  
to the city, which we love, yet this  
feels like an island,” Mehdi says.
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Ground floor

PLANS

CONTACT

Interior designer 
Lee Harper,
Lee Harper Design,  
0418 314 337
leeharperdesign.com.au.

Who lives here?
Mehdi, managing director of creative  
agency Yoke ( yokedesign.com.au); his  
wife, Colleen, a homemaker; and their  

children, Jonquil, eight, Dahli, five,  
and Elijah, three (all pictured left). 

Is there anything you’d change?
Colleen: “Not at all – I couldn’t have 

asked for a lovelier home. I’m so proud of 
everything Mehdi achieved here.”

Your favourite room?
“The kitchen is such a warm and lovely space 

that always brings everyone together.” 
Secret to keeping a home clean with kids?
Mehdi: “Know where to draw a line. Concede  
on certain parts of the house to protect other 

parts! [Laughs] So lose the western front  
to keep the village!”

INSIDE STORY
MEHDI & COLLEEN’S HOME

first floor

SOURCE BOOK

SITTING ROOM
Designer Lee has created a comfortable  
yet elegant parents’ retreat, teaming a 
leather wing chair from Portabello Home 
with a vintage leather sofa from Schots 
Home Emporium. A sumptuous ‘Lark’ 

faux fur throw in Blush from Linen House 
enhances the vision. Asked to nominate  
his favourite room in the home, Mehdi 
doesn’t hesitate. “It’s this room,” he says. 
“It has a beautiful club room-style feel to 
it and it’s a bit of an escape room for me.”
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